THE    UGLY    DUCKLING

mention myself. Pray think a little less of yourself,
and thank your stars for all the kindness that has been
shown you. Have you not got into a warm room here,
and amongst company from whom you may learn
some good? But you are a shallow prattler and a long-
necked dreamer, whose society is anything but
amusing. You may believe me, for I mean really well
with you, and therefore tell you things you do not like
to hear, which is a proof that I am your true friend.
Now', of all things, mind that you lay eggs and learn
how to purr."

"I think I shall wander out into the world," thx
young Duck said, mustering up courage.

"Do so, by all means/' the Hen answered, with
contempt. "One comfort, we shall lose nothing by
your absence. * *

And now the grey-green youngster, without many
parting thanks, began his wanderings again, leaving
the inhospitable hut without regret, and he hurried
towards the so-much-longed-for water. He swam
about joyously, and boldly dived right down to the
bottom, from whence he saw the pale moon like a
rolling ball; but at length the loneliness and death-
like silence became oppressive, and when another
creature did appear, it was sure to be with the same
greeting as of old, namely, "Oh, how frightful you
are!"

It was now late in autumn, with frequent storms
of snow and hail, and the brown and yellow leaves
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